xii                        PREFACE

It is to be hoped that the too meagre lineaments
of the story as told in this book will be little by
little filled tip by new documents, the existence or
whereabouts of which the writer had not the means
of imagining*

The substance of the following pages is nearly
identical with the articles in the Revue des Deux
Mondes. But the limited space allowed him in the
Review having obliged the author to compress or
suppress several details, he now takes the oppor-
tunity of publishing his text at full length* All the
references lacking in the Review will be found here*
Several documents of various interest have also been
given in full in the Appendices, instead of the short
extracts or mere analyses as hitherto* Moreover, some
illustrations are now added: besides Wordsworth's
well-known portrait by Hancock about 1796, they
consist of the reproduction of a miniature which is
presumed by the Vallon family to represent Annette
under the Directory; the portrait of Wordsworth's
daughter Caroline in her old age, and for comparison
that of Wordsworth by Haydon about 1830; the
likeness of Paul Vallon, who plays an important
part in the story of his sister's life; and finally the
facsimile of a page of the letter written by Annette
to Wordsworth in 1793, and confiscated by the
French police*

It is perhaps superfluous to vindicate the present
book against the charge of being one of those un-
pleasant disclosures which the public would be better
without, for the subject it deals with is no longer
secret* Wordsworth's youthful irregularity is now
well known, and it is my sincere belief that his
reputation will suffer less damage if the tale is